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Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL®) 
Internet-based Test (iBT) 

Independent Writing 

TOEFL® iBT 
Rubric:  5-point 
Score:  Holistic 
Domains: Development, organization, 
appropriate and precise use of grammar and 
vocabulary, completeness and accuracy of 
content 
Genre:  Persuasive 

MY Access!® 
Rubric:  6-point 
Score:  Holistic 
Domains:  Focus and Meaning, Content and 
Development, Organization, Language, Voice, Use 
and Style, Mechanics and Conventions 
Genre:  Persuasive 

Tasks: 
Persuasive Samples:

1 -     What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be  
successful in the world today? Choose one skill and use specific  
reasons and examples to support your choice. 

2 -     It has been said, “Not everything that is learned is contained in 
books.” Compare and contrast knowledge gained from experience 
with knowledge gained from books. In your opinion, which source 
is more important? Why? 

3 -     “When people succeed, it is because of hard work. Luck has 
nothing to do with success.” Do you agree or disagree with the 
quotation above? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your 
position. 

4 -     Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television, 
newspapers, magazines, and other media pay too much attention to 
the personal lives of famous people such as public figures and 
celebrities. Use specific reasons and details to explain your opinion. 

5 -     It has recently been announced that a large shopping center may be 
built in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? 
Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 
Current MY! Access® prompts which align: 
IntelliMetric®
1. After-School Job
2. A Global Language
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3. Consequences of  Success
4. Department Store Dilemma
5. Essential Job Skills
6. Internet Classroom vs. Traditional Classroom
7. Is Cheating Always Wrong?
8. Later School Opening
9. Our Changing Society
10. Responding to a Quotation About Luck
11. Your Special Skill
Pilot
1. Enough is Enough! Or is it?
2. Invasion of Privacy
3. Nature vs. Nurture
4. Rating Movies, Music, and Video Games
5. Reputation or Success?
6. Responding to a Quote by Colin Wilson
7. The Importance of Reading
8. The Source of Our Talent
9. Truth and Lies
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Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL®) 
Paper-based Test (PBT) 

Independent Writing 

TOEFL® PBT 
Rubric:  6-point 
Score:  Holistic 
Domains: Development, organization, 
appropriate and precise use of grammar and 
vocabulary, completeness and accuracy of 
content 
Genre:  Persuasive 

MY Access!® 
Rubric:  6-point 
Score:  Holistic 
Domains:  Focus and Meaning, Content and 
Development, Organization, Language, Voice, 
Use and Style, Mechanics and Conventions 
Genre:  Persuasive 

Tasks: 
Persuasive  Samples:  

1 -     What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to 
be 
successful in the world today? Choose one skill and use specific 
reasons and examples to support your choice. 

2 -     It has been said, “Not everything that is learned is contained in 
books.” Compare and contrast knowledge gained from experience 
with knowledge gained from books. In your opinion, which source 
is more important? Why? 

3 -     “When people succeed, it is because of hard work. Luck has 
nothing to do with success.” Do you agree or disagree with the 
quotation above? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your 
position. 

4 -     Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 
Television, 
newspapers, magazines, and other media pay too much attention to 
the personal lives of famous people such as public figures and 
celebrities. Use specific reasons and details to explain your opinion. 

5 -     It has recently been announced that a large shopping center 
may be built in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this 
plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 
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Current MY! Access® prompts which align: 
IntelliMetric®
1. After-School Job
2. A Global Language
3. Consequences of  Success
4. Department Store Dilemma
5. Essential Job Skills
6. Internet Classroom vs. Traditional Classroom
7. Is Cheating Always Wrong?
8. Later School Opening
9. Our Changing Society
10. Responding to a Quotation About Luck
11. Your Special Skill
Pilot 
1. Enough is Enough! Or is it?
2. Invasion of Privacy
3. Nature vs. Nurture
4. Rating Movies, Music, and Video Games
5. Reputation or Success?
6. Responding to a Quote by Colin Wilson
7. The Importance of Reading
8. The Source of Our Talent
9. Truth and Lies
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