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The Editor’s Note provides an overview of the content for this catalog and brief descriptions of the index
and appendices included herein.

Editor’s Note

Statement of Purpose and Alignment

This catalog provides a list of all of the Literary Analysis prompts that are
currently active in MY Access!® and available for use at the Middle School level. Each
prompt aligns to Common Core and State educational standards and assessment
practices expected of Middle School students for the Literary Analysis writing genres. All
prompts also align to the educational standards outlined in our rubrics and writing
genres, which in turn align to the National and State education standards. Each genre
was re-evaluated and updated in accordance with current academic standards and
practices to better serve teachers and students. As a result of this and the MY Access!®
redesign, several prompts previously found in other genres have been moved to
account for these shifts in educational standards and to provide a more accurate
representation of the prompts in the system. Please refer to the list of migrated prompts
available in the MY Access!® Resource and Training Center to locate prompts that
recently moved to other genres, or contact our staff for further assistance in locating
specific prompts in the system.

Catalog Overview

The catalog provides an overview of each prompt in the system. Each catalog
entry provides the title of the prompt and the text of the prompt task. The catalog entry
only includes the prompt task and basic data related to the prompt. Sources and our in-
house specific genre-based prompt instructions are not included. These are accessible
in the system for each prompt. However, wherever possible and if applicable, a list of
source titles, authors, and data are provided for each prompt entry.

Lexile level data provides a basic reference for the textual complexity levels
found in particular sources. This data features in each prompt entry as both a range
(from lowest to highest level, or approximate level, for a prompt’s sources) and a
specific value (if known or available). Only text-based sources include a Lexile level.
Any multimedia source, such as a video, audio clip, map, or chart, will feature a Lexile
reading of ‘N/A’ in the system for ‘not applicable.” Teachers are encouraged to perform
their own assessment of any Lexile levels provided for sources and to assess each
prompt to ensure the content is appropriate for your students. All genres include
prompts with and without sources. The quantity and complexity of sources varies
according to education standards in each grade band.
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A Note about Sources

The catalog lists details about the sources for a particular prompt when known.
Sources are considered unknown when a prompt only recommends rather than requires
particular sources, or requires students (and/or teachers) to research and provide their
own sources. In these cases, a prompt will list a zero as the number of sources.
However, this does not necessarily mean the prompt does not include, require, or
recommend sources. It merely means the actual source number is unknown or specific
sources are not provided. Sometimes a zero source number does simply mean the
prompt does not require, need, or provide sources. Some prompts specify a required
number of sources to use, while others do not. Each prompt entry in the catalog records
the number of sources (if known), Lexile levels (if applicable and/or known), source titles
and authors, and notes pertaining to the types of sources used in the prompt. Each
Table of Contents entry includes the title of a prompt, whether it is IntelliMetric™ or
Pilot, and the number of sources. Source notes provide explanation as to why certain
sources were not included directly in the prompt, most often due to copyright regulations
and/or length of the source. Other source notes specify if a prompt is source-based,
quotation-based, or research-based. Quotations, even if integrated into the prompt task
as a stepping off point, are included in the catalog as a source.

Index and Appendices

New features in the catalogs include the Index and Appendices section found at the end
of each catalog. The purpose of these sections is to provide a list of prompt titles at a
glance that are specifically source-based, quotation-based, and research-based, as well
as a list of titles for prompts that do not require sources or evidence-based research.
New features are planned for subsequent publications of the catalogs to make viewing
and accessing prompts easier for teachers.
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IntelliMetric™ Prompts

A Realistic View of an Important Historic Event

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 950L-1100L

Source One: The Watsons Go to Birmingham — 1963 By Christopher Paul Curtis
Source Lexile Level: 1000L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

In The Watsons Go to Birmingham - 1963, the author tells the story of a family from
Flint, Michigan, to show how the events of an important time in history affected real
people. Which scenes or story elements from the book help the author succeed in
bringing these historic events to life?

In a well-developed essay, discuss the elements of the story that give the historic
events a realistic quality. Include facts and details to support your discussion.

“A Rice Sandwich”

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 800L-900L

Source One: “A Rice Sandwich” By Sandra Cisneros
Source Lexile Level: 870L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Describe the personality characteristics Esperanza shows of herself throughout her first-
person narrative. Explain how she shows these qualities in this story. Be sure to include
examples to support your claims about Esperanza's personality.

“Abuelito Who” by Sandra Cisneros

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: NP

Source One: “Abuelito Who” By Sandra Cisneros
Source Lexile Level: NP

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.
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In the poem “Abuelito Who,” Cisneros describes a grandpa who has changed over the
years.

Write a multi-paragraph essay in which you demonstrate your understanding of the

poem and the author's message. Be sure to use specific details and examples from the
text to support your response.

“After Twenty Years” by O. Henry

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 800L-900L

Source One: “After Twenty Years” By O. Henry
Source Lexile Level: 870L

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

In the story “After Twenty Years” by O. Henry, two friends are about to reunite at the
same place they parted twenty years before.

After carefully reading “After Twenty Years,” write a multi-paragraph essay analyzing

the author's message. Be sure to use specific details and examples from the text to
support your response.

“All Summer in a Day” by Ray Bradbury

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: “All Summer in a Day” By Ray Bradbury
Source Lexile Level: 770L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

In the short story "All Summer in a Day" by Ray Bradbury, Margot's classmates are
jealous of her because she has experienced the warmth of the sun.

After carefully reading the story, write a multi-paragraph essay in which you analyze

how Margot's classmates' experience with the sun has changed them. Be sure to use
specific details and examples from the text to support your response.

Analysis of a Literary Character

Prompt Source(s): 0 Source Lexile Range: N/A
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Source(s) are not specified. Students choose their own source(s) based
on the parameters outlined in the prompt task and/or provided by the
teacher.

We understand characters in literature by paying attention to what they say, what they
do, and how other characters react to them. The author of a novel will help us
understand a character by describing how that character reacts in certain situations.
Select a character from a novel you have read in class and analyze that character's
personality. What adjectives would you choose to describe the character? What
information and evidence from the novel supports the use of those adjectives?

In a multi-paragraph essay, use adjectives to analyze a character from one of the

novels you have read in class. Use quotations, details, and examples from the novel to
support your selection of adjectives.

Analysis of an Author's Style

Prompt Source(s): 0 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source(s) are not specified. Students choose their own source(s) based
on the parameters outlined in the prompt task and/or provided by the
teacher.

An author's style describes his/her particular use of language in telling a story. For
example, an author may use mostly short or long sentences or a combination of both.
An author also may rely mostly on dialogue or just include a small amount of dialogue in
a story. In short, an author generally uses a style that best fits the story he/she is telling,
as well as the particular setting of the literary work.

In a detailed essay, choose a particular literary work (i.e., novel, short story, poem), and
describe the author's use of style within that work. You might want to include how the
author's style suits the subject matter and setting and how it contributes to the overall
effect of the piece.

Analysis of Characters in Bud, Not Buddy

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 900L-1000L

Source One: Bud, Not Buddy By Christopher Paul Curtis
Source Lexile Level: 950L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).
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In Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis, Bud is trying to unravel the mystery
surrounding his mother and her long-lost family in order to discover where he fits in. He
follows clues gathered after his mother's death, which lead him to Herman E. Calloway,
a famous jazz musician. A very important clue he discovers is that both he and Mr.
Calloway have an interesting rock collection.

In a multi-paragraph essay, describe the character(s) in the book and the overall

meaning of Bud's discovery. Include details and examples from the text to support your
ideas.

“Annabel Lee” by Edgar Allan Poe

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: NP

Source One: “Annabel Lee” By Edgar Allan Poe
Source Lexile Level: NP

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

The poem “Annabel Lee” describes the love Edgar Allan Poe had for his young bride
after she passed away.

After carefully reading “Annabel Lee,” write a multi-paragraph essay analyzing the

author's purpose in writing this poem. Be sure to use specific details and examples from
the text to support your response.

Beyond the Story's Ending in “The Necklace”

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 900L-1000L

Source One: "The Diamond Necklace" By Guy de Maupassant
Source Lexile Level: 910L

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

In the story, the main character, Mathilde Loisel, borrows what she thinks is a very
expensive diamond necklace from her friend, Madame Jeanne Forestier. Mathilde loses
the necklace and soon finds that her life is shaped by her decision to not tell the truth
about the loss. The story ends with Mathilde's discovery that the necklace she had
borrowed was not the expensive real diamond necklace that she thought it was. What
do you think happened in Mathilde's life after that discovery?
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In a multi-paragraph essay, discuss what you think happened to Mathilde after she
discovered that the necklace she originally borrowed and lost was made of fake
diamonds. Use details from the story to support your discussion.

Characters Respond to Challenges Differently

Prompt Source(s): 0 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source(s) are not specified. Students choose their own source(s) based
on the parameters outlined in the prompt task and/or provided by the
teacher.

Characters respond to challenges differently based upon the circumstances and their
own personal motivations, strengths, and weaknesses. Consider two different
characters from a story (or stories) you have read. What challenges did these
characters face? How did they respond to these challenges?

In a well-developed essay, compare and contrast how these two characters responded

to the challenges they faced. Make sure to include specific details and examples from
the text(s) to support your interpretation.

Choices Made in Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 900L-1000L

Source One: Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry By Mildred D. Taylor
Source Lexile Level: 920L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Mildred D. Taylor's Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry is considered a rite of passage novel.
It traces the social development, growth, and maturity of its main characters: Cassie,
Stacey, and T.J. Each character has specific personality traits and makes choices that
send him or her down the “road” of life.

Compose a multi-paragraph essay in which you analyze the lessons that Cassie,

Stacey, and T.J. have to learn. Consider the consequences of their value systems, their
choices, and how they respond to their experiences.

Comparing Visions of America

Prompt Source(s): 2 Source Lexile Range: 1000L-1500L
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Source One: “The Gettysburg Address” By Abraham Lincoln
Source Lexile Level: 1000L-1500L

Source Two: “l Have A Dream” By Martin Luther King, Jr.
Source Lexile Level: 1130L

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

In Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address and Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream"
speech, each speaker describes his vision of America.

After carefully reading these speeches, write a multi-paragraph essay in which you
compare the images of America evoked by these speakers. How are their images
similar? How are they different? Be sure to include specific examples and details from
the texts to support your analysis.

Conflict in The Secret Annex

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 900L-1200L

Source One: The Diary of A Young Girl By Anne Frank
Source Lexile Level: 1020L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

“The Diary of Anne Frank” describes the trials and triumphs of three families, the
Franks, Dussels, and VanDaans. In order to save their families, they must stay hidden
in the Secret Annex from the Nazis.

Write a multi-paragraph essay in which you explain a major conflict faced by these

families and how they resolved it. Be sure to use specific details and examples from the
text to support your response.

Dar and the Spear-Thrower by Marjorie Cowley

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-900L

Source One: Dar and the Spear-Thrower By Marjorie Cowley
Source Lexile Level: 800L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).
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In the book Dar and the Spear-Thrower by Marjorie Cowley, Dar embarks on a
dangerous adventure to obtain his own spear-thrower. Dar matures and changes from
the book's beginning to its end, as he pursues his quest and obtains the spear-thrower.

In a multi-paragraph essay, discuss the ways in which Dar matures and changes

through his quest to obtain a spear-thrower. Include details from the story to support
your thesis.

“Echo and Narcissus”

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source One: “Echo and Narcissus” By Ovid
Source Lexile Level: N/A

The mythical story “Echo and Narcissus” tells of the tragic ending of Echo, who could
only speak what she heard due to her excessive talking, and Narcissus, who was
cursed because he only loved himself.

Write a multi-paragraph essay in which you defend or refute the punishments that these

characters faced. Be sure to include specific details and examples to support your
argument.

Edgar Allan Poe Creates Atmosphere

Prompt Source(s): 0 Source Lexile Range: 1310L-1340L

Source(s) are not specified. Students choose their own source(s) based
on the parameters outlined in the prompt task and/or provided by the
teacher.

Edgar Allan Poe's poems and stories are known for the eerie and unsettling feeling they
give their readers. In works such as “The Raven,” “Annabel Lee,” and “The Tell-Tale
Heart,” Poe effectively creates this spooky and disturbing atmosphere. But how does he
do it?

Select one of Edgar Allan Poe's short stories or poems and explain how the author was
able to create an eerie atmosphere in this work and how it affected you as a reader.
Remember to include the various techniques Poe used such as setting, imagery, and
repetition.
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“Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 850L-950L

Source One: “Eleven” By Sandra Cisneros
Source Lexile Level: 850L-950L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

In the story “Eleven,” Cisneros writes, “What they don't understand about birthdays and
what they never tell you is that when you're eleven, you're also ten, and nine, and eight,
and seven, and six, and five, and four, and three, and two, and one.” After carefully
reading the story, explain what you feel the author means in this statement. Include
examples and details from the text and your own experiences to support your answer.

Father/Son Relationships in Elie Wiesel's Night

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 500L-600L

Source One: Night By Elie Wiesel
Source Lexile Level: 590L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Night, by Elie Wiesel, tells the story of one man's hardships during the Holocaust. The
father/son relationship is one of the prominent themes seen in the novel. Within the text,
there are a number of references to father/son relationships, including the protagonist
Eliezer's own relationship with his father.

In a detailed essay, discuss the theme of father and son relationships and its function in
the novel. Include details and examples from the text to support your discussion.

“Fish Cheeks” by Amy Tan

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 900L-1000L

Source One: “Fish Cheeks” By Amy Tan
Source Lexile Level: 910L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).
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In the short story “Fish Cheeks,” author Amy Tan writes an emotional story based on a
real-life experience. Through her description of one particular Christmas Eve, Amy Tan
shares with the reader her thoughts and feelings about being a Chinese-American girl in
America.

Write an essay in which you identify, analyze, and discuss Amy Tan's feelings and
emotions, both with respect to the events that took place in the story as well as the
more general matter of being different than others. In your essay, be sure to also
explain the message that Amy Tan is communicating through her story.

Freak The Mighty by Rodman Philbrick

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 900L-1000L

Source One: Freak The Mighty By Rodman Philbrick
Source Lexile Level: 1000L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

In the book Freak The Mighty, Kevin and Max are very close friends. In a well-
developed essay, explain how Max changes as a result of knowing Kevin. Support your
analysis with details from the text.

Helen Keller's Teacher

Prompt Source(s): 0 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Helen Keller was an astonishing person who succeeded in life despite her disabilities.
However, it was not always easy for her to learn. The person who had the most
extraordinary impact on Helen's education was her teacher, Annie Sullivan.

Write a multi-paragraph essay analyzing the character of Annie Sullivan and the impact

she had on Helen's life. Make sure to use details and examples to support your
analysis.

Human Engineering in “Flowers for Algernon”

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 900L-1000L

Source One: “Flowers for Algernon” By Daniel Keyes
Source Lexile Level: 910L
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Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

In the short story “Flowers for Algernon,” Charlie is the subject of an experiment in
human engineering that radically changes his life. As the story progresses, the readers
learn of great joys as well as great heartaches that Charlie experiences as a result of
this experiment.

In a well-reasoned essay, analyze the impact of Charlie's experience with human
engineering. Overall, do you think the experiment was positive or negative for Charlie?
Why or why not? Be sure to support your interpretation with specific details from the
text.

Influence of Gangs on Characters in The Outsiders

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: The Outsiders By S. E. Hinton
Source Lexile Level: 750L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

After reading The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton, choose a character from one of the gangs,
and think about how he reacted to his role in the gang. How did the gang influence the
decisions he made? Did stereotyping, peer pressure, the role of parents, lack of
parents, and societal expectations affect this character's actions?

In a well-developed essay, discuss one or more of the characters from the novel, their

role in the gang, and how the gang influenced their decisions. Include specific evidence
from the novel to support your discussion.

Interpretation of Maya Angelou's “Human Family”

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: NP

Source One: “Human Family” by Maya Angelou
Source Lexile Level: NP

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

What is the message expressed in the poem “Human Family” by Maya Angelou? How
does the poet feel about diversity? What literary devices are used in the expression of
this message?
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In a detailed essay, interpret the message that the poet is trying to express in the poem.
Include a discussion of specific literary devices used in the poem to express the poem's
message.

Interpretation of “Old Snake” by Pat Mora

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: NP

Source One: “Old Snake” By Pat Mora
Source Lexile Level: NP

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

After reading the poem “Old Snake” by Pat Mora, write a well-developed essay in which
you present and explain your interpretation of the overall meaning of the poem. Support
your ideas with examples and/or evidence from the poem.

“Just a Normal Day ...”

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source One: “Just a Normal Day...”
Source Lexile Level: N/A

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

After carefully reading the story, write a multi-paragraph essay in which you analyze the
characters and main idea of the story. Be sure to use specific details and examples
from the story to support your response.

Legends, Folktales, Myths, and Fables

Prompt Source(s): 0 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source(s) are not specified. Students choose their own source(s) based
on the parameters outlined in the prompt task and/or provided by the
teacher.

Legends, folktales, myths, and fables are stories that often originated as part of a
storytelling tradition and are passed down from one generation to the next. These
stories are used to teach an important lesson, share an insight about life that is held
dear by a particular culture, or explain how the world works.

COPYRIGHT © 2019 by Vantage Learning. All Rights Reserved. No part of this work may be used, accessed,
reproduced, or distributed in any form or by any means or stored in a database or any retrieval system, without the

prior written permission of Vantage Learning. Revised 10/2019.
26



MYACCESS,

SCHOOL EDITION
BECAUSE WRITING MATTERS

Think about a legend, folktale, myth, or fable you have read. What do you think is the
message of the story? In a well-developed essay, summarize in your own words the
details of the story you have read and discuss the lesson or insight that it conveys.

Life Lessons in The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle By Avi
Source Lexile Level: 740L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Charlotte Doyle learns many important “life lessons” from her experiences on the
Seahawk. Write a multi-paragraph essay in which you discuss some of the important
lessons she has learned. How do you think these lessons may affect her future? Be
sure to support your discussion with specific examples from the book.

Literary Devices Create Mood in Literature

Prompt Source(s): 0 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source(s) are not specified. Students choose their own source(s) based
on the parameters outlined in the prompt task and/or provided by the
teacher.

The mood of a piece of literature is the atmosphere created by the author. A writer may
produce a unique mood through the use of literary devices.

Think about a story you have recently read. How did the author use literary devices to
create the mood in this story? Write a multi-paragraph essay in which you discuss how
the author used literary techniques such as irony, imagery, figurative language, and
dialect to create the mood of the story. Be sure to support your position with meaningful
references to the story.

“Madam and the Rent Man” by Langston Hughes

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: NP

Source One: “Madam and the Rent Man” By Langston Hughes
Source Lexile Level: NP
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Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

In the poem “Madam and the Rent Man,” Langston Hughes expresses the frustrations
of an unhappy tenant. What message was the author trying to convey?

Write a multi-paragraph essay in which you demonstrate your understanding of the

poem and the author's message. Be sure to use specific details and examples from the
text to support your response.

Magical Water in Tuck Everlasting

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: Tuck Everlasting By Natalie Babbitt
Source Lexile Level: 770L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Members of the Tuck family are divided in their opinions on being able to live forever.
Jesse would like Winnie to drink from the magical spring and live forever with him at the
age of seventeen. Jesse's father, Angus, warns Winnie that living forever is not a
perfect life. If you were Winnie, how would you have made your choice about drinking
the magical water?

In a well-developed essay, discuss how you would have made your decision on whether

or not to drink the magical water from the spring. Include details from the story to
support your choice.

My Brother Sam is Dead by James L. Collier

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: My Brother Sam is Dead By James L. Collier
Source Lexile Level: 770L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Imagine that you were a character in My Brother Sam is Dead. You have witnessed
many of the monumental events that took place in the novel.

Write a letter to a friend in which you describe one of these major events. Be sure to
include specific details from the text to support your response.
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“Names/Nombres” by Julia Alvarez

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 900L-1000L

Source One: “Names/Nombres” By Julia Alvarez
Source Lexile Level: 960L

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

In “Names/Nombres,” Julia Alvarez describes the various names she received while
growing up.

After carefully reading the story, write a multi-paragraph essay analyzing the main idea

of the story. Be sure to use specific details and examples from the text to support your
response.

“Ooka and the Honest Thief”

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 800L-900L

Source One: “Ooka and the Honest Thief”
Source Lexile Level: 890L

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

The Japanese folktale Ooka and the Honest Thief asks us to question what it really
means to be an honest person.

After carefully reading the folktale, who do you believe is the most honest character and
why? In a well-developed essay, state the character you have selected and why you
feel this character is the most honest. Be sure to include specific details to support your
response.

Poetic Devices in “Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes

Prompt Source(s): 2 Source Lexile Range: NP

Source One: “Mother to Son” By Langston Hughes
Source Lexile Level: NP

Source Two: “Mother to Son” By Langston Hughes (Video)
Source Lexile Level: N/A

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.
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In the poem “Mother to Son,” a mother is telling her child about her difficult life
experiences. After carefully reading “Mother to Son,” write a multi-paragraph essay
analyzing the author's use of poetic devices such as imagery and figurative language to
convey his theme. Use specific details and examples from the poem to support your
interpretation.

Poor Decisions in Fairy Tales

Prompt Source(s): 0 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source(s) are not specified. Students choose their own source(s) based
on the parameters outlined in the prompt task and/or provided by the
teacher.

Many of the most famous fairy tales are filled with characters who made poor decisions
which led to the conflict in the story. Little Red Riding Hood unwisely spoke to the wolf
on her way to her grandmother's house, for instance, while Goldilocks boldly entered
the bears' house uninvited. Many more examples such as these abound in the fairy
tales we enjoy.

Think about a familiar fairy tale. Write an essay in which you describe a poor decision
made by one of the characters and how this decision led to the conflict in the story.
What messages are the readers supposed to learn from this poor decision? Be sure to
include specific details and examples to support your analysis.

“Rikki-Tikki-Tavi” by Rudyard Kipling

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: AD810L

Source One: “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi” By Rudyard Kipling
Source Lexile Level: AD810L

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

The short story “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi” tells about Rikki's life with the family that rescued him
and his subsequent challenges in the garden.

Write a multi-paragraph essay in which you describe the main conflict in this story. Be
sure to use details from the story to make your description more vivid for the reader.

“Seventh Grade” by Gary Soto

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L
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Source One: “Seventh Grade” By Gary Soto
Source Lexile Level: 730L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Gary Soto's story “Seventh Grade” entertains the reader with the common experience of
a boy's embarrassment while trying to impress a girl.

After carefully reading the story, write a multi-paragraph essay analyzing the
consequences of Victor's actions and what you would have done if you were in his
shoes. Be sure to use specific details and examples from the text to support your
response.

Survival in The Hatchet

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 1000L-1500L

Source One: The Hatchet By Gary Paulsen
Source Lexile Level: 1020L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Brian Robeson, the main character in the novel The Hatchet, survives a plane crash
and finds himself alone in the wilderness. What skills, talents, and personality traits
contribute to Brian's survival? In what ways could he have benefited from having
additional survival skills or talents?

In a multi-paragraph essay, discuss Brian's ability to survive in the wilderness. Include
facts, details, and examples from the story to support your discussion.

Teen Issues in The Outsiders and Miracle's Boys

Prompt Source(s): 2 Source Lexile Range: 650L-750L

Source One: The Outsiders By S. E. Hinton
Source Lexile Level: 750L

Source Two: Miracle's Boys By Jacqueline Woodson
Source Lexile Level: 660L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).
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In some adolescent novels, such as The Outsiders and Miracle's Boys, characters battle
important and difficult teenage social issues, such as gang violence, friendship, or
poverty.

After carefully reading The Outsiders or Miracle's Boys, select a character in the story
who encountered an important teen issue. In a well-developed essay, explore how this
character dealt with this issue and how it was finally resolved. Be sure to include details
and examples from the text to support your analysis.

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 900L-1000L

Source One: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer By Mark Twain
Source Lexile Level: 950L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

How do you think a newspaper reporter might have reported on the events in this story?
Choose one of the important events in the story and write a news article about it. Tell
who, what, when, where, and why in your article, and give it an appropriate headline.

The Call of the Wild by Jack London

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 1000L-1200L

Source One: The Call of the Wild By Jack London
Source Lexile Level: 1170L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Suppose you are a newspaper reporter covering the nineteenth-century gold rush in
Alaska. You have seen Buck pulling the sled for John Thornton, and you have heard
many stories told about the famous dog.

Write a news article about Buck. Tell where he came from, describe some of the
remarkable things he did, and tell what happened to him in the end.

“The Cremation of Sam McGee” by Robert Service

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: NP
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Source One: “The Cremation of Sam McGee” By Robert Service
Source Lexile Level: NP

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

After reading the poem “The Cremation of Sam McGee” by Robert Service, write an
essay in which you analyze the author's message. Be sure to include details from the
poem to support your response.

The Diary of Anne Frank

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 1000L-1100L

Source One: The Diary of a Young Girl By Anne Frank
Source Lexile Level: 1080L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

The play The Diary of Anne Frank ends with the statement, “In spite of everything, | still
believe that people are really good at heart.” These words were found in an entry in her
diary dated July 1944, several months before she perished in a concentration camp.

Why might Anne have felt this way during her ordeal? What does this reveal about her

character and her views about life? In a well-reasoned essay, discuss why you think
Anne made this statement. Be sure to include details and examples in your explanation.

“The Dinner Party” by Mona Gardner

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source One: “The Dinner Party” By Mona Gardner
Source Lexile Level: N/A

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

“The Dinner Party” by Mona Gardner explores the typical stereotyping that takes place
regarding the emotions of women and men.

After carefully reading the selection “The Dinner Party,” write a multi-paragraph essay
demonstrating your understanding of the author's message. Be sure to use specific
examples from the text to support your response.
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The Effect on the Reader of The Outsiders

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: The Outsiders By S. E. Hinton
Source Lexile Level: 750L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

In The Outsiders, several other literary works are mentioned. Robert Frost's poem,
“‘Nothing Gold Can Stay,” gives a rather pessimistic view of life, suggesting that the best
experiences can't last for long. Gone With the Wind, a novel set at the time of the Civil
War, is the book Ponyboy reads to Johnny when they are hiding in the church. At the
end of The Outsiders, Johnny writes a note and puts it in the novel, where he knows
Ponyboy will find it. Johnny's message to Ponyboy is optimistic or hopeful: “There's still
lots of good in the world.”

Do you believe the overall effect of this book on a reader is optimistic (hopeful) or
pessimistic? Write an essay in which you convince your audience of your position on
this issue. Consider the characters and events as well as the poem and war novel.
Support your opinion with specific references to the book. Do not simply retell the story.

The Giver by Lois Lowry

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: The Giver By Lois Lowry
Source Lexile Level: 760L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

After experiencing the feeling of love from the Giver and his memories, Jonas thought
about the way life must have been when there was love and realized it was probably a
“‘dangerous way to live.” Think about what Jonas meant. What was “dangerous” about
that kind of life, and what was a “safe” life like? What were the advantages and
disadvantages of each choice?

Write an essay in which you either support or criticize Jonas's decision to escape the
community in light of the choice he made between a safe life and a dangerous one.
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“The Highwayman” by Alfred Noyes

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: NP

Source One: “The Highway Man” By Alfred Noyes
Source Lexile Level: NP

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).

Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

After studying Alfred Noyes's poem, “The Highwayman,” write an essay in which you
analyze the author's message. Focus your writing on several clear images from the
poem and be sure to discuss how the characters' actions and the poet's language
reveal the author's message.

“The Lady or the Tiger?” by Frank R. Stockton

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 1000L-1500L

Source One: “The Lady or the Tiger?” By Frank R. Stockton
Source Lexile Level: 1260L

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

The story “The Lady or the Tiger?” leaves readers surprised and astonished by its
vague ending. However, in addition to its intriguing conclusion, the story itself
incorporates a very interesting and important lesson.

After carefully reading the story, write a multi-paragraph essay demonstrating your

understanding of the story's message. Be sure to use specific details and examples
from the text to support your response.

“The Monsters are Due on Maple Street”

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: N/A
Source One: “The Monsters are Due on Maple Street” written By Rod Serling;
Season 1, episode 22 of the American television series The Twilight
Zone.

Source Lexile Level: N/A

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).

Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).
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In Scene Two of Rod Serling's television drama, “The Monsters are Due on Maple
Street,” Figure One says, “Their world is full of Maple Streets. And we'll go from one to
the other and let them destroy themselves. One to the other ... one to the other ... one to
the other.”

What did Figure One mean? What are your thoughts about Figure One's statement as it
applies to the story told? Write an essay in which you explain the meaning of Figure
One's statement and discuss your opinion about it. Be sure to support your explanation
with examples and evidence from the drama.

The Most Influential Spirit in A Christmas Carol

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 1000L-1100L

Source One: A Christmas Carol By Charles Dickens
Source Lexile Level: 1080L

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

In the story, Ebenezer Scrooge is visited by the spirits of Christmas past, present, and
future on Christmas Eve. Each spirit leads Scrooge to view one of three different times
in his life in order to teach him a lesson. The spirits are determined to convince Scrooge
to start being more compassionate and less miserly. Which spirit's message do you
think had the greatest impact on Scrooge?

In a multi-paragraph essay, explain which Christmas spirit you think had the greatest

influence on Scrooge. Include details and examples from the story to support your
discussion.

The Significance of the Title in The Call of the Wild

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 1000L-1500L

Source One: The Call of the Wild By Jack London
Source Lexile Level: 1120L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

The Call of the Wild by Jack London is an adventurous narrative told from a dog's point
of view. After reading The Call of the Wild, write a multi-paragraph essay analyzing the
significance of the title of the story. Why do you think the author decided to use the title,
The Call of the Wild? Use specific examples and details from the text in your
explanation.
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“The Smallest Dragonboy” by Anne McCaffrey

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source One: “The Smallest Dragonboy” By Anne McCaffrey
Source Lexile Level: N/A

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

In the story “The Smallest Dragonboy,” the main character, Keevan, overcomes his
many conflicts to become the story's hero.

Write a multi-paragraph essay in which you describe Keevan's many character traits

and how he uses these to become the heroic figure of the story. Be sure to use specific
examples from the text to support your response.

“The Tree”

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source One: “A White Heron” By Sarah Orne Jewett
Source Lexile Level: N/A

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

Read the passage by Sarah Orne Jewett.

Why would a young girl climb such a huge tree? Why was the climb so difficult? Write a
well-organized essay in which you answer these questions.

Theme in Literature

Prompt Source(s): 0 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source(s) are not specified. Students choose their own source(s) based
on the parameters outlined in the prompt task and/or provided by the
teacher.

A theme is the main message a reader can learn about life or human nature from a
literary piece. From a story you have read in class, identify a theme that the reader may
learn from the story. In a well-organized essay, describe this theme. Use textual
examples from the story to support your ideas and explain how they support the theme.
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Theme in Two Poems

Prompt Source(s): 0 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source(s) are not specified. Students choose their own source(s) based
on the parameters outlined in the prompt task and/or provided by the
teacher.

Select two poems that we have read in class. Think about the themes expressed
through the main ideas, key details, and language of each poem. Are there similar or
opposing themes? Does each poet use similar styles and devices to convey the theme?

In a detailed essay, compare and contrast the themes of two poems. Include details on
the overall message as well as how theme is developed through the story elements,
main ideas, and figurative language. Use quotations from the poems to support your
analysis.

Transformation of Kino in The Pearl

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 1000L-1500L

Source One: The Pearl By John Steinbeck
Source Lexile Level: 1010L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Most characters experience significant transformation throughout the course of a story.
Sometimes characters change for the better, and sometimes they change for the worse.
How do you think Kino changed throughout the novel The Pearl? Did his character
make positive or negative changes?

In a multi-paragraph essay, describe Kino's change over time in the novel The Pearl. Be
sure to use examples from the text, including quotes, to support your description.

Using Characters to Reveal Theme in a Story

Prompt Source(s): 0 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source(s) are not specified. Students choose their own source(s) based
on the parameters outlined in the prompt task and/or provided by the
teacher.
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An author may create characters in a short story or novel who reveal the story's
message or theme. Think about a novel or short story you have recently read. How is
the development of the characters important to the message or theme of the story? How
do the characters in the story reveal that message or theme?

In a well-developed essay, discuss how your selected characters develop and/or

change throughout the story and how they reveal the overall meaning or theme. Use
facts, details, and examples from the story to support your discussion.

Pilot Prompts

A Child Called “It”: Letter from a Teacher

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 800L-900L

Source One: A Child Called “It” By Dave Pelzer
Source Lexile Level: 850L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

A Child Called “It", by Dave Pelzer, is Pelzer's autobiography of the years of abuse he
endured as a child by his alcoholic mother. The abuse continued for many years until
Pelzer was finally saved by teachers at his school at the age of 12 on March 5, 1973.
Writing as one of the teachers who saved Pelzer, write a letter to him about an award
the teachers are giving him for his bravery and courage. Show your understanding of
his situation by using details and examples from the book.

“A Different Kind of Winner”

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source One: “A Different Kind of Winner”
Source Lexile Level: N/A

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

Carefully read “A Different Kind of Winner.” Study the two lessons below:

e Be true to yourself.
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e Success comes in many shapes and sizes.

Write a multi-paragraph essay in which you tell which lesson better fits the story “A
Different Kind of Winner.” Use details from the story to support your answer.

A Fractured Future in the Uglies Book Series

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: Uglies By Scott Westerfeld
Source Lexile Level: 770L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Teenagers are required to undergo surgery to become supermodel beautiful in the
Uglies book series in order to maintain their dystopian society. They are labeled as
“‘uglies” until the age of 16, when they are required by the government to become a
“‘pretty.” There is also a group of rebels who live outside of government control and
choose to remain “uglies.” Although it would seem that being undeniably beautiful would
be a wonderful way to live, that may not always be the case. If you lived in this futuristic
society, would you choose to be one of the rebels or would you become a “pretty”?

In a well-developed essay, discuss whether or not you would choose to be one of the
“uglies.” Use facts and details from the story to support your discussion.

A Friend in Need

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: Forged by Fire By Sharon Draper
Source Lexile Level: 780L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

In Sharon Draper's book, Forged by Fire, the main characters, Gerald and Angel, live in
an abusive environment. Imagine that you are their friend and would like to help them.
What could you do to help them cope with their situation?

In a well-developed essay, discuss how you could help Gerald and Angel cope with
living in an abusive environment.
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A Gathering of Days by Joan W. Blos

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 900L-1000L

Source One: A Gathering of Days By Joan W. Blos
Source Lexile Level: 960L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Suppose you were one of Catherine's friends who lived nearby and shared many of her
experiences. Choose one of the events described in the book and write your own
journal entry telling what happened from your point of view and how you felt about it.
Include details from the book and try to use the kind of language Catherine used to
make your journal entry realistic.

A Girl Named Disaster by Nancy Farmer

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: A Girl Named Disaster By Nancy Farmer
Source Lexile Level: 730L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

On many different occasions, Nhamo told stories to entertain others or to occupy
herself. Many of the stories began with “Once upon a time....”

Write the story of Nhamo as a tale that happened “Once upon a time.” Tell what
happened to her on her journey and how her story ended up.

A Mirror's Effect on Self-Acceptance

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source One: “The Cat Who Thought She Was a Dog and the Dog Who Thought
He Was a Cat” By Isaac Singer
Source Lexile Level: N/A

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Read the story, “The Cat Who Thought She Was a Dog and the Dog Who Thought He
Was a Cat” by Isaac Singer. In the story, the theme of accepting yourself for who you
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are is challenged by the introduction of a mirror. Marianna, her daughters, even the cat
and dog, are affected by the reflections in the mirror.

In a well-developed essay, discuss how the actions of the characters change with the
introduction of the mirror. Include details from the story to support your discussion.

A Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula K. Le Guin

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 1000L-1500L

Source One: A Wizard of Earthsea By Ursula K. Le Guin
Source Lexile Level: 1150L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Suppose that you are a mage, and your job is to tell the story of the “Deed of Ged” so it
may be passed on to future generations. Write a story that describes who Ged is and
what he accomplished. Tell about his achievements up to and including the final
confrontation with the shadow.

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: A Wrinkle in Time By Madeleine L'Engle
Source Lexile Level: 740L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Suppose that you are Mr. Murry and you have to write a report about your experiences
over the last year. Write a report that tells what you did, where you went, and what
happened to you in the past year. Use details from the story to describe how the
children arrived and saved you from IT.

Advice for Memoir

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source One: "How to Write a Memoir" By William Zinsser
Source Lexile Level: N/A
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Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

n the article "How to Write a Memoir," William Zinsser provides advice on how to write
and organize a memoir. Consider the tone, style, voice, structure, and themes of the
memoir you read independently. Does it support or contradict Zinsser's suggestions for
writing a memoir?

Write an explanatory essay in which you examine whether the memoir you read follows
the recommendations indicated by Zinsser. Convey your ideas through the selection,
organization, and analysis of relevant content.

Amistad Rising by Veronica Chambers

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: Amistad Rising By Veronica Chambers
Source Lexile Level: 750L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

In the story Amistad Rising, John Cinque and his fellow slaves rebel against their
Spanish captors on their quest for freedom.

After carefully reading Amistad Rising, write a multi-paragraph summary demonstrating

your understanding of the story's message. Be sure to use specific examples from the
text to support your response.

Analysis of “Genius” by Nikki Grimes

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: NP

Source One: “Genius” By Nikki Grimes
Source Lexile Level: NP

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

After reading the poem “Genius” by Nikki Grimes, analyze the theme, events, and
meaning of the poem. What is the poet's message to the reader? What would the poet
like the reader to learn from the poem?
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In a detailed essay, discuss your understanding of the meaning and events in the poem
“Genius” by Nikki Grimes. Include details about the poet's message to the reader and
evidence from the text of the poem to support your discussion.

Analysis of The Tale of the Mandarin Ducks

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: AD930L

Source One: The Tale of the Mandarin Ducks By Katherine Paterson
Source Lexile Level: AD930L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

In the story The Tale of the Mandarin Ducks by Katherine Paterson, the capture of a
mandarin duck begins a series of events involving a lord, a one-eyed servant, and a
kitchen maid.

After carefully reading the story, write a multi-paragraph essay in which you analyze
how the plot develops as well as how the characters react or change in response to
events in the story. Be sure to use specific details and examples from the text to support
your response.

Ashes of Roses by Mary Jane Auch

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 600L-700L

Source One: Ashes of Roses By Mary Jane Auch
Source Lexile Level: 670L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Imagine that you are Rose Nolan or Maureen after the factory fire. Write a letter to your
parents back in Ireland. Tell them what has happened since they left, where you are
living, and why you plan to stay in America.

At the South Pole

Prompt Source(s): 2 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source One: Excerpt from a journal entry, entitled “Scott's Last Expedition” By
Captain Robert Falcon Scott, provided courtesy of Vantage Learning
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Source Lexile Level: N/A

Source Two: Excerpt from a journal entry, entitled “An Account of the Norwegian
Antarctic Expedition in the "Fram,” 1910 — 1912” By Roald
Amundsen, provided courtesy of Vantage Learning

Source Lexile Level: N/A

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

In 1911, experienced explorers Robert Falcon Scott and Roald Amundsen led separate
expedition teams to the South Pole. Although Scott and Amundsen's journeys were
similarly treacherous, they each gave quite a different account of their South Pole
adventures. How did each explorer emphasize and interpret different evidence and facts
in his account? How did each explorer present key information in his account to create
an effective message?

After reading and analyzing each explorer's expedition account, write a multi-paragraph
essay that compares and contrasts how each explorer presented key information to
create an effective message. Be sure to include and cite evidence from the text to
support your ideas.

Behind the Scenes: Or, Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in the
White House

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source One: Behind the Scenes: Or, Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in the
White House By Elizabeth Keckley
Source Lexile Level: N/A

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

Read the autobiographical narrative Behind the Scenes: Or, Thirty Years a Slave, and
Four Years in the White House by Elizabeth Keckley.

After carefully reading Elizabeth Keckley's autobiographical narrative, examine her
argument about slavery and Mrs. Lincoln. Write an essay that analyzes and explains
Elizabeth Keckley's position about Mrs. Lincoln and slavery. Your analysis should
consider Keckley's background and experience as a slave and how it may have affected
her point of view on these issues, as well as her relationship with Mrs. Lincoln.

COPYRIGHT © 2019 by Vantage Learning. All Rights Reserved. No part of this work may be used, accessed,
reproduced, or distributed in any form or by any means or stored in a database or any retrieval system, without the
prior written permission of Vantage Learning. Revised 10/2019.

45



MYACCESS,

SCHOOL EDITION
BECAUSE WRITING MATTERS

Beyond The Divide by Kathryn Lasky

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 900L-1000L

Source One: Beyond The Divide By Kathryn Lasky
Source Lexile Level: 900L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

At the end of the story, Meribah gave George Goodnough a sealed letter for Constance
Simon in Holly Springs, Pennsylvania. What do you think she wrote in the letter? Writing
as Meribah, write a letter to Constance Simon back home. Tell her what you have done

since you left, what happened to your father, and what you plan to do now. Use details
from the story in your letter.

Big City or Small Town

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: Hope was Here By Joan Bauer
Source Lexile Level: 710L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

In Hope was Here, by Joan Bauer, Hope moves from big city Brooklyn, New York to
small town Mulhoney, Wisconsin. Based on Hope's experiences, where do you think
you would prefer to live?

In a well-developed essay, discuss whether you would prefer living in a big city or a
small town. Include details and examples to support your discussion.

“Call to Freedom, Beginnings to 1914”

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source One: “Call to Freedom, Beginnings to 1914” By Jonathan Nickerson
Source Lexile Level: N/A

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).
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The selection “Call to Freedom, Beginnings to 1914” describes the courageous
endeavors of a few teenage soldiers who fought for independence during the
Revolutionary War.

After carefully reading the selection “Call to Freedom, Beginnings to 1914” write a multi-

paragraph summary describing the author's main idea. Be sure to use specific details
and examples from the text to support your response.

Central Idea in "Matthew Henson at the Top of the World"

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 1000L-1100L

Source One: "Matthew Henson at the Top of the World"” excerpted from Against
All Opposition: Black Explorers in America By Jim Haskins, provided
courtesy of Bloomsbury Publishing and Vantage Learning

Source Lexile Level: 1000L-1100L

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

Read the text "Matthew Henson at the Top of the World." What is a central idea
expressed in this text? How is the central idea conveyed through specific details in the
text?

In a multi-paragraph essay, discuss the development of one central idea in the text
"Matthew Henson at the Top of the World." Use relevant facts, definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other information and examples from the text to develop your
ideas.

Change in Genre

Prompt Source(s): 0 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source(s) are not specified. Students choose their own source(s) based
on the parameters outlined in the prompt task and/or provided by the
teacher.

Folk tales have been made into ballads, novels into movies, fairy tales into stage
dramas or comedies. If you could change a literary work from one genre to another,
which literary work would you change and into which genre would you change it?

In a well-developed essay, describe the change of a literary work from one genre to
another. Include examples from the work to illustrate the change and your reasons for
this change.
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Changes in the Character of the Grinch

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 500L-600L

Source One: How the Grinch Stole Christmas! By Dr. Seuss
Source Lexile Level: 500L-600L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Most main characters go through changes during a story. Sometimes characters
change for the better and become happy or nice, and sometimes they change for the
worse and become nasty or angry. How do you think the Grinch changed in Dr. Seuss's
How the Grinch Stole Christmas!? Did he change for the better or for the worse?

In a multi-paragraph essay, describe the Grinch's change in the story How the Grinch

Stole Christmas!. Make sure to give examples from the story to show how and why he
changed.

Character Development in “The Lottery Ticket”

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: N/A
Source One: “The Lottery Ticket” By Horatio Alger Jr., adapted by Vantage
Learning
Source Lexile Level: N/A

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

Carefully read Horatio Alger's short story “The Lottery Ticket.”

Then, write a multi-paragraph essay describing how George feels about gambling in the
lottery at the beginning, middle, and end of the story. Which events and conversations
change the way George feels throughout the story? Be sure to use details from the
story in your essay.

Characters' Dreams in The Glory Field

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: The Glory Field By Walter Dean Myers
Source Lexile Level: 800L
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Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Characters in literature often dream of a life better than their own. Unfortunately,
sometimes obstacles hinder these dreams from coming true.

Select a character from The Glory Field and write a multi-paragraph essay describing
the dream he or she had, how he or she attempted to realize this dream, and the
obstacles the character encountered along the way. Be sure to include specific
examples and details from the text to support your analysis.

Clique Behavior in The Clique Book Series

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: The Clique Book Series By Lisi Harrison
Source Lexile Level: 790L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

The Clique book series focuses on the lives of a group of teenage girls and their
relationships. Current research indicates that teenage girls are capable of physical and
verbal cruelty at unexpected levels. What influences the young women in this story to
act in this way? How do the relationships and behaviors in Lisi Harrison's books
compare to those you have experienced or seen?

In a well-developed essay, compare relationships and behaviors in The Clique novels

with those you have experienced or seen. Include facts, details, and examples to
support your comparison.

“Colony in the Sky” by Kim Stanley Robinson

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source One: “Colony in the Sky” By Kim Stanley Robinson
Source Lexile Level: N/A

Click here to view the source(s) for this prompt.

Kim Stanley Robinson's “Colony in the Sky” describes the transformation of Mars into
another Earth through terraforming.
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After carefully reading “Colony in the Sky,” write a multi-paragraph summary describing
the author's main idea. Be sure to use specific details and examples from the text to
support your response.

Common Characteristics of Greek Myths

Prompt Source(s): 0 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source(s) are not specified. Students choose their own source(s) based
on the parameters outlined in the prompt task and/or provided by the
teacher.

Characters, settings, and themes are some of the features Greek myths share. After
comparing several Greek myths, determine the common characteristics or features of
the stories.

In a multi-paragraph essay, discuss the common features or characteristics of the

Greek myths you studied. Be sure to include details from the myths to support your
discussion.

Compare Other Stories of Greed to The Pearl

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 1000L-1500L

Source One: The Pearl By John Steinbeck
Source Lexile Level: 1010L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Greed causes much pain and heartache in the novel The Pearl. In the story, Kino
discovers a large pearl at the bottom of the sea. Possession of the pearl, however,
causes many instances of violence, betrayal, and greed, which ultimately lead to
tragedy. How does this story compare to other stories of greed in our society?

In a multi-paragraph essay, compare modern stories of greed to the story of The Pearl.
Include details and examples from the text to support your comparison.

Compare/Contrast Lord of the Flies Novel and Film

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L
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Source One: Lord of the Flies By William Golding
Source Lexile Level: 770L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

After reading William Golding's novel Lord of the Flies and then watching the film
version, you will notice that there are major differences between the movie and the
book. Despite the obvious modern changes, does the film stay true to the themes in
Golding's novel? Does the watcher of the film feel “mankind's essential illness” as
deeply as the reader of the novel?

In a well-developed essay, compare and contrast the themes in the Lord of the Flies

novel with the film. Convince your audience by discussing the fear, the beast, and the
descent into savagery.

Conflict in Twilight by Stephenie Meyer

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: 700L-800L

Source One: Twilight By Stephenie Meyer
Source Lexile Level: 720L

Source(s) not provided due to copyright law and/or length of source(s).
Teachers should provide access to the specified source(s).

Conflict functions as a major force in the novel Twilight by Stephenie Meyer. Were the
conflicts in the story within one character or between characters? How are the conflicts
resolved? Why are the conflicts important to the novel?

In a detailed essay, discuss a major conflict in the novel using details and examples

from the text to explain what the conflict is about, who is involved, and how it is
resolved.

Connections with “The Lion and the Three Bulls”

Prompt Source(s): 1 Source Lexile Range: N/A

Source One: “The Lion and the Three Bulls” By Aesop
Source Lexile Level: N/A

Source